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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants arguments, see Applicant, filed 7/30/2007 with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1,5 12-18 and 25-30 under 102(b) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Morris (hereinafter 
"Morris '075" 7,028,075). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,12, 14, 25, 27, 32, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Morris '075" 7,028,075. 

As pertaining to claim 1, Morris '075 teaches An image information distributing 
method for receiving image information stored in a central apparatus by one or a 
plurality of terminal apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 2-11, first computer sends images, 
stores images, and email request on server then server transmits email to second 
computer), comprising the steps of: generating, by using said image information stored 
in said central apparatus (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips and stores 
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the images), summary image information whose information amount is smaller than . 
said image information (i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a link to the images); generating a 
summary document including location information indicative of a location in which said 
image information is stored and said summary image information (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- 
Col 8 Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email message with 
attached links to the images) generating a summary E-mail by attaching said 
generated summary document to an E-mail; and (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 58-68, standard 
email message includes a body and a place to attach the selected images ); 
transmitting said generated summary E-mail to said one or a plurality of terminal 
apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 9-11, transmits email and message to the second 
user). 

As pertaining to claim 12, Morris '075 teaches a central apparatus having means 
for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication, and storing 
means for storing image information received via said means (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, 
photomail server strips and stores the images), comprising: means for, when a 
transmitting instruction including location information is received, transmitting the image 
information stored in a location in said storing means indicated by the location 
information included in the received transmitting instruction (i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a 
link to the images where when link is pressed images are displayed); summary 
document generating means having means for, by using received image information, 
generating summary image information whose information amount is smaller than said 
image information (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips and stores the 
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images) and means for generating a summary document including location information 
indicative of a location in said storing means in which said image information is stored 
and the generated summary image information (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 8 Lines 5 , 
Photomail server generates an html based email message with attached links to 
the images); and E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E- 
mail by attaching the generated summary document to E-mail, (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 58-68, 
standards email message includes a body and a place to attach the selected 
images ), and means for transmitting the generated summary E-mail (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 
16-19 , sends standard email message with links to images. 

As pertaining to claim 14, Morris '075 teaches a terminal apparatus (i.e., 12 of 
Fig 1 and Col 3. Lines 61-66, Computer running an photomail application) having 
means for, by connecting to communicating means performing communication (i.e., Col 
3. lines 66-67 , Computer communicates over a network ), comprising: means for 
receiving image information i.e., Col. 3 Lines 2-11, server receives images); 
summary document generating means having means for, by using the received image 
information, generating summary image information whose information amount is 
smaller than said image information (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips 
and stores the images), and means for generating a summary document including 
location information indicative of a location in which said image information is stored 
(i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a link to the images); and said summary image information; 
and E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by 
attaching the generated summary document to an E-mail (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 8 
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Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email message with attached 
links to the images), and means for transmitting the generated summary E-mail (i.e., 
Col. 3 Lines 9-11, transmits email and message to the second user). 

As pertaining to claim 25 , Morris '075 teaches a central apparatus (i.e., 2 of Fig. 
1 , photomail server) having means for, by connecting to communicating means, 
performing communication (i.e., 11 of Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 66-67, Communication 
over a network), and storing means for storing image information received via said 
means (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips and stores the images), 
comprising a processor capable of performing operations (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, 
photomail server process images) of : when a transmitting instruction including 
location information is received (i.e., Col. 4 Line 66-C6I. 5 Line 2 .First user sends 
image and instructions to photomail server ), transmitting image information stored 
in a location in said storing means indicated by the location information included in the 
received transmitting instruction (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 19 -22, transmits image 
information to the indicated recipient); generating, by using received image 
information, summary image information whose information amount is smaller than said 
image (i.e., Col.5 Lines 14-19, Image information is stored, resized and stored in 
an album which is put in an email ); generating a summary document including 
location information indicative of a location in said storing means in which said image 
information is stored (i.e., Col.5 Lines 34-36, server inserts a link or URL to the 
images); and the generated summary image information; generating a summary E-mail 
by attaching the generated summary document to an E- mail (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 
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8 Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email message with 
attached links to the images);; and transmitting the generated summary E-mail (i.e., 
Col. 3 Lines 9-11, transmits email and message to the second user). 

As pertaining to claim 27, Morris '075 teaches a terminal apparatus (i.e., 12 of 
Fig 1 and Col 3. Lines 61-66, Computer running an photomail application) having 
means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication (i.e., 11 
of Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 66-67, Communication over a network), comprising a 
processor capable of performing operations (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server 
process images) of: receiving image information (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 2-11, server 
receives images); generating, by using received image information, summary image 
information whose information amount is smaller than said image information (i.e., 
Col. 5 Lines 14-19, Image information is stored, resized and stored in an album 
which is put in an email ); generating a summary document including location 
information indicative of a location in said storing means in which said image 
information is stored and said summary image information (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 34-36, 
server inserts a link or URL to the images ). 

As pertaining to claim 32, Morris '075 teaches a computer program embodied in 
a computer-readable medium for causing a computer to transmit/receivelnformation is 
recorded (i.e., Col 10 Lines 24-29, Computer readable medium for storing a 
program for sharing digital images), said computer comprising means for, by 
connecting to communicating means, performing communication (i.e., Col 10 Lines 30- 
31 , Communicate over network ), said computer program comprising the steps for: 
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causing the computer to receive image information (i.e., Col 10 Line 43, Server 
receives email request with images); causing the computer to generate, by using the 
received image information, summary image information whose information amount is 
smaller than said image information (i.e., Col 11 Lines 9-13, Server creates an album 
of scaled versions of images with links to originals ); causing the computer to 
generate a summary document including location information indicative of a location in 
which said image information is stored and said summary image information (i.e., Col 
10 lines 44-47 , Created web album has links to original images stored on server ); 
causing the computer to generate a summary E-mail by attaching the generated 
summary document to an E-mail; and causing the computer to transmit the generated 
summary E-mail (i.e., Col 11 Lines 9-13, Server sends email with links to second 
computer). 

As pertaining to Claim 34, Morris ! 075 teaches the terminal apparatus having 
displaying means (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 36-37, Recipient views images), comprising 
summary document processing means for displaying onto said displaying means said 
summary image information included in a summary document (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 17-19, 
Recipient computer displays summary of links to images) which includes summary 
image information and/or character information and location information corresponding 
to image information (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 17-19, Links designate location of original ). 

As pertaining to Claim 35, Morris '075 teaches the terminal apparatus further 
comprising means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing 
communication (i.e., 11 of Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 66-67, Communication over a 
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network), wherein said summary document processing means comprises: means for 
accepting input of a receiving instruction for requesting reception of image information 
(i.e., Col 4 Lines 19-22, Email includes links to images which can be activated by a 
click); and means for, when said receiving instruction is inputted, transmitting a 
transmitting instruction including the location information corresponding to the image 
information requested to be received (i.e., Col 4 Lines 21-24, When links are 
activated original image is displayed on recipient screen). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5, 17-18, 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morris '075 in view of Lo et al. (hereinafter "Lo '001" 6,425,001). 

With respect to Claim 5, Morris '075 teaches an image information distributing 
system wherein any of said scanner apparatus, said central apparatus and said terminal 
apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 2-11, first computer sends images, stores images, and 
email request on server then server transmits email to second computer) 

comprises: summary document generating means having means for generating, by 
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using said image information generated by said scanner apparatus (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 
16-18, photomail server strips and stores the images), summary image information 
whose information amount is smaller than said image information (i.e., Col 4 Lines 18- 
29, a link to the images), and means for generating a summary document including 
location information indicative of a location in which said image information generated 
by said scanner apparatus is stored and said summary image information (i.e., Col. 7 
Lines 67- Col 8 Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email 
message with attached links to the images); and E-mail processing means having 
means for generating a summary E-mail by attaching said generated summary 
document to an E-mail (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 58-68, standards email message includes a 
body and a place to attach the selected images), and means for transmitting the 
generated summary E-mail to said terminal apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 9-11, 
transmits email and message to the second user). 

Morris '075 does not teach an image information distributing system in which a 
scanner apparatus for generating image information by reading an image of an original 
and transmitting said image information, a central apparatus for receiving and storing 
the image information transmitted from said scanner apparatus, and one or a plurality of 
terminal apparatus for receiving the image information transmitted from said central 
apparatus are connected via communicating means. 

However, the mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Lo '001 , In particular, Lo '001 teaches the use of an image information 
distributing system in which a scanner apparatus for generating image information by 
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reading an image of an original and transmitting said image information (i.e., Col 3. 
Line 51-54, Original image is scanned and digital image is generated), a central 
apparatus for receiving and storing the image information transmitted from said scanner 
apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 55-59, scanner sends digital data to scanner server 
where it is received and stored), and one or a plurality of terminal apparatus for 
receiving the image information transmitted from said central apparatus are connected 
via communicating means (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 56-57, Client computer received the 
transmitted image file ), 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the image information distributing system of 
Morris '075 as taught by Lo '001 since Lo '001 suggested in Col. 3 Lines 33-36 that 
such a modification would permit a scanned image to be locally stored on a network 
drive for easy access. 

With respect to Claim 17, Morris '075 does teaches a apparatus comprising: 
summary document generating means having means for, by using the received image 
information, generating summary image information whose information amount is 
smaller than said image information (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips 
and stores the images), and means for generating a summary document including 
location information indicative of a location in which said image information is stored 
(i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a link to the images); and said summary image information; 
and E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by 
attaching the generated summary document to an E-mail (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 8 
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Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email message with attached 
links to the images), and means for transmitting the generated summary E-mail (i.e., 
Col. 3 Lines 9-11, transmits email and message to the second user). 

Morris '075 does not explicitly teach scanner apparatus having means for, by 
connecting to communicating means, performing communication, generating image 
information by reading an image of an original, transmitting the image information via 
said means. 

However, the mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Lo '001, In particular, Lo '001 teaches the use of a scanner apparatus 
having means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication, 
generating image information by reading an image of an original (i.e., Col 3. Line 51- 
54, Original image is scanned and digital image is generated), transmitting the 
image information via said means (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 55-59, scanner sends digital 
data to scanner server where it is received and stored), 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the image information distributing system of 
Morris '075 as taught by Lo '001 since Lo '001 suggested in Col. 3 Lines 33-36 that 
such a modification would permit a scanned image to be locally stored on a network 
drive for easy access. 

With respect to Claim 18, Morris '075 teaches an image information distributing 
system wherein said scanner apparatus, said central apparatus and said terminal 
apparatus comprises processors, and any of the processors is capable of performing 
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operations of: generating, by using image information generated by said scanner 
apparatus (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 8 Lines 5, Photomail server generates an html 
based email message with attached links to the images); summary image 
information whose information amount is smaller than said image information (i.e., Col. 
4 Lines 16-18, photomail server strips and stores the images); generating a 
summary document including location information indicative of a location in which said 
image information generated by said scanner apparatus is stored and said summary 
image information(i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a link to the images); generating a 
summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- mail (i.e., 
Col. 7 Lines 67- Col 8 Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email 
message with attached links to the images); and transmitting the generated 
summary E-mail to said terminal apparatus mail (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 58-68, standards 
email message includes a body and a place to attach the selected images). 

Morris '075 does not explicitly teach an image information distributing system in 
which a scanner apparatus for generating image information by reading an image of an 
original and transmitting said image information, a central apparatus for receiving and 
storing the image information transmitted from the image information transmitted from 
said central apparatus are connected via communicating means. 

However, the mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Lo '001, In particular, Lo '001 teaches the use of an image information 
distributing system in which a scanner apparatus for generating image information by 
reading an image of an original and transmitting said image information (i.e., Col 3. 
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Line 51-54, Original image is scanned and digital image is generated), a central 
apparatus for receiving and storing the image information transmitted from the image 
information transmitted from said central apparatus (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 55-59, scanner 
sends digital data to scanner server where it is received and stored) are connected 
via communicating means (i.e., 140 of Fig. 2, bus or cable), 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the image information distributing system of 
Morris '075 as taught by Lo '001 since Lo '001 suggested in Col. 3 Lines 33-36 that 
such a modification would permit a scanned image to be locally stored on a network 
drive for easy access. 

With respect to claim 28, Morris '075 teaches The terminal having displaying 
means (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 36-37, Recipient views images), comprising a processor 
capable of performing operation of displaying onto said displaying means summary 
image information included in a summary document which includes summary image 
information (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 17-19, Recipient computer displays summary of links 
to images) and location information corresponding to image information (i.e., Col. 4 
Lines 17-19, Links designate location of original images ). 

With respect to claim 29, Morris '075 teaches the terminal further comprising 
means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication (i.e., 11 
of Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 66-67, Communication over a network), wherein said 
operation further includes operations of: accepting input of a receiving instruction for 
requesting reception of image information (i.e., Col 4 Lines 19-22, Email includes 
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links to images which can be activated by a click); and when said receiving 
instruction is inputted, transmitting a transmitting instruction including the location 
information corresponding to image information requested to be received (i.e., Col 4 
Lines 21-24, When links are activated original image is displayed on recipient 
screen). 

With respect to Claim 30, Morris '075 teaches a processor capable of performing 
the operations of generating (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 16-18, photomail server process 
images), by using said image information, summary image information whose 
information amount is smaller than said image information (i.e., Col 4 Lines 18-29, a 
link to the images); generating a summary document including location information 
indicative of a location in which said image information is stored information (i.e., Col. 7 
Lines 67- Col 8 Lines 5 , Photomail server generates an html based email 
message with attached links to the images) and said summary image information; 
generating a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- 
mail (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 58-68, standards email message includes a body and a 
place to attach the selected images); and transmitting the generated summary E-mail 
(i.e., Col. 3 Lines 9-11, transmits email and message to the second user). 

Morris '075 does not explicitly teach a scanner apparatus having means for, by 
connecting to communicating means, performing communication, generating image 
information by reading an image of an original, transmitting the image information via 
said means. 
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However, the mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Lo '001 , In particular, Lo '001 teaches the use of a scanner apparatus 
(i.e., 144 of Fig. 2, Scanner) having means for, by connecting to communicating means 
(i.e., 140 of Fig. 2, bus or cable) , performing communication, generating image 
information by reading an image of an original (i.e., Col 3. Line 51-54, Original image 
is scanned and digital image is generated), transmitting the image information via 
said means (i.e., Col. 3 Lines 55-59, scanner sends digital data to scanner server 
where it is received and stored). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the image information distributing system of 
Morris '075 as taught by Lo '001 since Lo '001 suggested in Col. 3 Lines 33-36 that 
such a modification would permit a scanned image to be locally stored on a network 
drive for easy access. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 2-4, 6-1 1 and 19-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: none of the references, either singularly or in combination, teach or fairly 
suggest an image information distributing system and associated with it method, 
wherein the method includes steps of determining whether character information is 
included in image information or not; and in the case where character information 
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included in the image information, making the character information to be included in 
the summary document. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Dicker whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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